Recent Books
FPO
A Rivalry of Genius: Jewish and Christian Biblical
Interpretation in Late Antiquity, by Marc Hirshman,
translated by Batya Stein (State University of New York
Press, 1996), pp. 179, $16.95.
By comparing interpretations of the Hebrew Bible
by Jews, Christians, and Gnostics in Late Antiquity,
this book provides a unique perspective on these religious movements in Palestine. Rival interpretations of
the early Church and the Midrash are set against the
backdrop of the pagan critique of these religions and
the gnostic threat that grew within both Christianity
and Judaism. The comparison of the exegetical works
of Christianity and Judaism illuminates the later development of the two religions and offers fresh insight into
the Bible itself.
Marc Hirshman teaches midrash, talmud, and Rabbinic thought at the University of Haifa, the Hebrew
University, and Oranim. He is a fellow of the Shalom
Hartman Institute in Jerusalem.

FPO

Jews and Christians: The Myth of a Common Tradition, by Jacob Neusner (SCM Press/Trinity Press International, 1991), pp. 158, $14.95.
The author proposes that “there is not now, and there
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never has been, a dialogue between the religions of Judaism and Christianity.” The first part of the book
represents historical discourse through which Professor Neusner underscores that, from the very beginnings,
the Judaic and Christian religious worlds scarcely intersected (with the exception of the fourth century).
In the second part, Neusner spells out theological reasons underlying the “myth” of a Judeo-Christian tradition. He calls for an understanding of religions as systems so that each party can describe fully, honestly, and
accurately the religion it proposes to bring into dialogue with the other. Only when both parties grasp
what is meant in context can dialogue actually occur.
Throughout this absorbing book, Professor Neusner
summons readers to make an effort to treat as legitimate and authentic religions other than their own, and
to value a religion’s account of itself. Then genuine
dialogue may be possible, and such dialogue is essential for world peace.
Jacob Neusner is Graduate Research Professor of
Humanities and Religious Studies at the University of
South Florida, Tampa.

FPO
Preaching Biblical Texts: Expositions by Jewish and
Christian Scholars, edited by Fredrick C. Holmgren
and Herman E. Schaalman, forewords by Elie Wiesel
and Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, introduction by David
Tracy (William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,
1995), pp. 166, $13.99.
This unique volume collects expositions of biblical
texts from the Torah/Pentateuch by eminent Christian
and Jewish scholars. In addition to aiding readers in
understanding and appreciating the biblical passages
that are considered here, the major contribution of this
volume is both the way it reveals the continuity that
exists between the work of Jewish and Christian scholars and the way it illustrates very clearly the different

approaches taken to these texts by representatives of
these two traditions.
The scriptural texts included in Preaching Biblical
Texts were selected for their significance to both Jews
and Christians, and each exposition has been sharply
focused to assist pastors, priests, and rabbis in interpreting the texts for their congregations.
Fredrick C. Holmgren is Professor of Biblical Literature, North Park Theological Seminary in Chicago.
He is coeditor of the International Theological Commentary series and the author of several books on Old
Testament studies.
Herman E. Schaalman is Rabbi Emeritus at Emanuel
Congregation of Chicago and holds the Jewish
Chautauqua Society resident lectureship at Garrett
Evangelical Seminary and Chicago Theological Seminary.

FPO
The Hebrew Bible, the Old Testament, and Historical Criticism: Jews and Christians in Biblical Studies
(Westminster/John Knox Press, 1993), by Jon D.
Levenson, pp. 192, $14.99.
“This powerful Jewish voice may, in the end, serve
as a major force in calling Christianity back to Scriptural roots” (Brevard S. Childs, Sterling Professor of
Divinity, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut).
“In this provocative set of essays, Levenson takes aim
at the orthodoxy of historical critical method, its assumptions, misplaced optimism, and institutional support systems. Timely, accessible, thought-provoking”
(Christopher Seitz, Associate Professor of Old Testament, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut).
Writing from a Jewish perspective, Jon Levenson
reviews many oft-neglected theoretical questions. He
focuses on the relationship between two interpretive
communities—scholars who are committed to the historical critical method of biblical interpretation, and
those responsible for the canonization and preservation of the Bible.
“This is an important book that opens a new era of
mutual interreligious study of the Hebrew Bible or Old
Testament. Jon D. Levenson challenges the traditional

Christian and in particular the Protestant way of studying the Old Testament. . . . He asks questions that urgently need to be asked and whose answers can only be
given with the cooperation of Jewish and Christian
scholars who are willing to face the problems of interpreting the common Jewish and Christian Bible in the
religious and intellectual context of our world today”
(Rolf F. Rendtorff, University of Heidelberg).
Jon D. Levenson is Albert A. List Professor of Jewish Studies, The Divinity School and the Department
of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, Harvard
University, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

FPO
This Is the Torah (Jonathan David Publishers, Inc.,
1988, 1994), by Alfred J. Kolatch, pp. 418, $15.00.
“Popular in its orientation, This Is the Torah uses a
question-and-answer format to address over 500 questions frequently asked about the most sacred Jewish
text . . . Authoritative . . . excellent” (Library Journal).
“A learned but popular introduction to virtually everything worth knowing about the reading and writing of a Torah scroll . . . Enjoy an exhilarating experience of Torah study in the comfort of your own home.
You could scarcely do better than to read Rabbi
Kolatch’s masterful book” (Rabbi Robert Pilavin, Spring
Valley, New York).
Alfred J. Kolatch, a graduate of the Teachers’ Institute of Yeshiva University and its College of Liberal
Arts, was ordained by the Jewish Theological Seminary
of America, which subsequently awarded him the Doctor of Divinity degree, honoris causa. From 1941 to
1948 he served as rabbi of congregations in Columbia,
South Carolina, and Kew Gardens, New York, and as a
chaplain in the United States Army. In 1948 he
founded Jonathan David Publishers, of which he has
been president and editor-in-chief since its inception.
Rabbi Kolatch has authored more than a dozen
books which include: Jewish Book of Why, its sequel The
Second Jewish Book of Why, Our Religion: The Torah,
Jewish Information Quiz Book, Who’s Who in Talmud,
and The Family Seder.
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